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work delineated here on all sides is a study in itself for art lovers. The gold embroidery done with a mixture of velvet in different colours and its intricate ornamentation in various styles would attract attention from any craftsman of modern days. The hangings of drapery in suitable and appropriate distances form another pattern of the handiwork of the artist who has his own place in embellishments of this nature. The lace and golden flowered canopy of green velvet affords very good protection from the growing heat of the rising sun. His Highness the Maharaja is not burdened with jewellry but has only a necklace of brilliant stones adorning his breast, shining in the rays of the morning sun. On the crown of his head is the unadorned velvet cap, used by His Highness' ancestors and, therefore, hallowed by every Ruler before placing it on his head. The wearing apparel spotlessly white reaches up to hip, the rest of the body being uncovered. The white thin streak of vibhudi line which every Hindu puts on when going to the temple is hardly distinguishable from the colour of His Highness' tody. Thus equipped is the Royal occupant of the palanquin gracefully reclining on the pillow behind supported on either side by equally soft cushions of a particular make. As the procession gracefully proceeds, there arise from the enthusiastic crowds of spectators cheers and other demonstrations of loyal rejoicings which are gracefully acknowledged by His Highness. This is one of the few occassions when the classes and masses of all communities, irrespective of rank or position, religion or creed, feast their eyes with a sight of their Ponnuthampuran and worship him in the accustomed manner. The palanquin stops at the front door of the various temples en route when His Highness alights and worships the idol and receives prasadam from the poojari. His Highness is not only the father of his people from a secular point of view but is also the Defender of Hinduism in which capac ity there are certain duties and customs enjoined on him. These His